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There is sometimes u slight febrile reaction, which is often absent. 
The pulse and respiration are but slightly elevated. The next most 
frequent type is a deep ulcer on the ramus of the lower jaw behind 
the last molar tooth. In untreated cases, infection spreads along 
the margin of the gums, causing pyorrhea. Pyorrhea caused by Vin¬ 
cent's organisms is also frequent. In an otherwise healthy mouth 
it is at first limited to the region of the incisors. General infection of 
the mouth is the severest type of all, and the patient is acutely ill. 
The membrane extends over the cheeks, tongue, fauces, pharynx, and 
palate and even to the lips. Deep ulcers may also develop. The 
authors found a few Vincent’s organisms in about 50 per cent, of all 
swabs taken by them from the throats of troops at Bramshott. In early 
cases the bacilli are usually more numerous than the spirochetes, but 
in more advanced cases the spirochetes are usually the predominant 
organisms. The organisms are best stained* with carbol-gcntian 
violet. Both spirochetes and bacilli are usually Gram-negative. The 
organisms can he grown anaerobically in ascitic broth containing a 
piece of tissue. The incubation period of the disease is unknown. 
Diphtheria and Vincent's angina may coexist. The combination is 
rare, but patients with Vincent’s angina when in contact with a Klebs- 
Iioefllcr bacillus carrier may readily become infected. Patients giving 
a syphilitic history, especially when undergoing mercurial treatment, 
favor the development of Vincent’s angina. Some of the severest 
cases arc found in syphilitics. A healing ulcer about the mouth and 
throat closely resembles a syphilitic mucous patch. Treatment con¬ 
sists in local applications of arsenic, iodin, silver nitrate, trichloracetic 
acid, hydrogen peroxide, tincture of ferric chloride, or potussium per¬ 
manganate. In slight lesions any of these will bring about a cure. 
Arsenic, however, especially in the form of salvarsan, is undoubtedly 
the most useful remedy. The authors found that local applications 
of liquor arsenicalis (Fowler’s solution) swabbed on three or four 
times a day was most effective. M. J. R. 


Permanent Interallied Commission for the Purpose of Examining 
Questions of Interest to War Cripples.—The minutes have come to 
hand from the Surgeon-General’s office, through Major K. G. Brackett, 
of the first two meetings of the Permanent Interallied Commission for 
the purpose of examining questions of interest to war cripples. An 
outgrowth of the Interallied Commission for Professional Reeducation 
of War Cripples, and formed as a result of the suggestion of the earlier 
body tliis permanent commission, has announced the following outline 
of its purposes: (1) To second by all means in its power the efforts of 
the national institutions, public or private, to improve the situation 
of the cripples of war. (2) To collect and keep up to date the most 
complete information possible in regard to all problems interesting to 
these cripples. (3) To publish an interallied periodical bulletin. 
This publication, Les Mutiles dc la Guerre, is to appear monthly or 
bimonthly, and is also to he solely devoted to the same interest. It is 
to be under the management of a committee which will include a 
specialist for each of the principal groups of questions to be dealt with 
in accordance with the program of the Assembly, viz.: Functional 
reeducation; prosthesis and orthopedy; professional reeducation; blind, 



WAR MEDICINE 


029 


deaf, and those suffering from lesions of the nervous system. The 
moral, economic, family, and social interests of the invalids of war. 
Comparative legislation and regulations: At the second meeting a 
plan was approved for the creation of an interallied institution for 
research, experiments, and the collection of documentary evidence 
concerning mutilated and disabled soldiers. This institution would 
comprise the following: («) Research laboratories where a special 
study would be made, both from a psychical and physiological point 
of view, of the best meins of utilizing in a rational manner those 
mutilated in the war. (6) Workshops for study, construction, and 
experiments regarding: '1) Prosthesis; (2) special instruments; (3) 
apparratus for the protection or support of mutilated soldiers, (c) A 
permanent museum of artificial apparatus or examples of practical work 
and plans executed in different countries, (rf) A library comprising 
books, plans, articles, and documents of every kind concerning dis¬ 
abled soldiers. All persons interested in work in connection with 
disabled soldiers would have free access to this institute. The Inter¬ 
allied Review would he the official journal of this institution and would 
acquaint the general public with its researches and discoveries. The 
joint services of the institution and the Review would permit the trans¬ 
lation and communication to all inquirers of documents of interest 
regarding disabled soldiers. The institution would not cease to exist 
with the conclusion of peace, but would then take up all questions 
relating to victims of accidents at work. The personnel of the com¬ 
mission includes representatives from each of the allies at war. The 
United States and Japan were not represented at the first meetings, 
but it is assumed that subcommittees will be (or perhaps have been) 
appointed to cooperate with the interallied commission in this work. 
Surely there is no problem of greater importance, and the vastness of 
the need is well indicated >y the extensive machine which it has been 
deemed necessary to put into action and by the prominence of the 
personnel involved. 


La Pratique de l'HygiSne en Campagne.—By A. Tournade. Pp. 222. 
Paris; L. Fournier, 1916.—The present war has brought out small 
manuals on military hygiene hv French, English, and American authors. 
The most striking feature of all these is the very marked difference 
between them and works on military hygiene of even a dozen years 
ago. Today a good part of the space is occupied by a consideration 
of personal hygiene, excreta dispos; I, the sterilization of water, the 
control of flics, lice, and rats and immunization against infectious 
disease. 

In the present volume great emphasis is laid on personal cleanliness 
and arrangements for shower baths, and other baths arc described. 
One shower is figured as consisting of two barrels, an open kettle over 
a fire, a small pump, and a piece of perforated pipe. Another specially 
constructed, hut simple and portable, apparatus is described. Much 
attention is given to “delousing,” and perhaps the reader is confused 
by the number of insecticides given. Sulphur fumigation is recom¬ 
mended for outside clothing. The details are given for delousing a 
large number of men at one time as well as for cleansing patients on 
admission to a hospital. For the destruction of rats the author has the 



